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R-RATED CHRISTMAS 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

John 1:5 
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

She has been called the Godmother of Punk Rock. She is famous for her debut album, 

Horses, and her 1978 hit single, Because the Night, co-written with Bruce Springsteen. 

Patti Smith is known for her poetry and her membership in the Rock ‘n Roll Hall of 

Fame. She is well known for being outspoken and controversial. What she is not well 

known for is that she has met the new pope, Pope Francis, and two weeks ago she 

performed at the Vatican, at the Vatican Christmas Concert, in which she sang Silent 

Night.  A number of years ago Patti Smith contributed to a Christmas album by 

performing a very serious rendition of We Three Kings of Orient Are.  

 

A serious rendition? How serious could it be? The tune to this carol is light, and its lyrics 

are perfect for kids. Three kings bear gifts for the King who’s born on Bethlehem plain, 

following that star of wonder, star of night. How many children’s stories about bearing 

gifts to the Christchild has this carol inspired, including the children’s favorite, The Little 

Drummer Boy.  
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But Patti Smith doesn’t just sing the words of this carol. In between the verses of the 

song, she recites the actual words of Matthew chapter two, including the part where 

the Magi are warned to return home by a different route because of Herod. That’s the 

part where the real story suddenly shifts from light to darkness. When the Christmas 

story shifts from the star and gifts to deception and political intrigue… from a G-rated 

kid’s story to something that should be rated R for graphic violence and disturbing 

themes. King Herod is disturbed, troubled, and afraid. So, he conspires to find the 

newborn king and kill Him. When that conspiracy fails, he sends to Bethlehem his 

executioners to take out all of the little boys there. 

 

Sadly, that’s the part of the Christmas story we adults can more easily relate to. We live 

in a world where children are murdered, a world of fear and darkness, of deception 

and political intrigue, a world of graphic violence and disturbing themes.  

What does this fear and darkness do to us? Do we install better security systems, put up 

more gates and higher walls, and buy more guns? Do we close our hearts and minds 

to this world and its problems and let our fears control us?   

 

It is into this R-rated world that God came. The Light came into this darkness. “The light 

shines in the darkness,” John wrote. The Light came not merely for the bright spots and 

happy places in this life. The Light came to shine into the dark corners of human 

existence. The Light came to shine into the dark crannies of our souls. The Light came 

to shine into the places where we wonder if God exists. The Light came to shine into 

the spaces where fear defeats love.  

 

God gave His Son as Light in darkness. God gave His Son as Light into this often-dark 

world. God in the flesh, living, breathing and vulnerable… to be snuffed out by the 

darkness, but not overcome. “The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 

overcome it.”  

 

Jesus was raised from the darkness of the tomb in order to raise us to newness of life, to 

hope when we’re discouraged, to insight when we’re lost, to love instead of fear, 

because “the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it”. 

Amen 


